‘Noyemenrvl-%?'

sout. (The might.of April 15th, 1941, -was a-night of. fizes
in the. ne1ghbourhood of the. hosprtal Several, ad_]acent
~buildings were burpt out-and at one time it seemed im-
"possible. for. * Moorfields ** to escape the tongues of fire.
The .ncendiary: bombs which fell on. the .building were
-extinguished by the engineering., staff and, by the fire
watchers on duty,. On the. l()th Ma:y, 1941, the hosprtal
was again damaged by ‘blast, and repair ‘work started
=all over again. i

These war years were a t1me of great anxiety for those
responsrble for the. mamagemen’c of a,hospital which .was
.situated ini one ‘of the most vulnerable parts’ of London.
It was .always a problem to. decide how many beds could
ybe kept .open in “the building in City Road ‘and to_know
0 what extent the Comm1ttee should midke. use of beds
.at cquntry hospitals, The branch at Edgware having been
closed down after a year’s very useful work, it was felt
in’ the early part of 1942 that beds outside LondQn would
be Qf great help and we were a,ble to establish an In-patient
“Unit of 62 beds at Mount Vernon Hospital, Northwood,
AMiddlesex. - At. that time, it was only thought poss1b]e to
rretam 55 beds in'the, parent hospltal
. Renewed anxiety came when the enemy developed his
« ﬁylpg bomb.” warfare. This anxiety was ultimately to
end in tragedy for, on the 29th ]uly, 1944, the hospital was
senously damaged when a flying bomb struck the cubicle
,wards resulting in the loss of the lives of seven. patients,
“The damage was of so extensive a nature that the immediate
~evacyation af -all ‘patients and staff was necessary, It was
:sad beyond description to see that which had been built
up over the years torni and rent asunder-in a split second,
-eipemally when such destructlon was accompanied by loss
-of life,

The coming of peace brought to * Moorfields ** the task
-of readjustment. First there was the immediate problem
-of re-establishing as quickly as possible that degree of
-efficiency in our everyddy work of which the hospital
in pre-war days was so justly proud. Secondly, there
"was the long-term view. which was rendered a little
-obscure because of the probable taking-over of all hospitals
by the State, .Full adjustment in a world at peace carried
“with it a conception of a Hospital Service far superior to
anything which we had hitherto known. It was felt that
whatever the future of the hospitals may be ‘‘Moorfields” had

. an undoubted part to’play in the sphere of ophthalmology.

The development of this larger conceptron of our work
«camié "when -after considerable negotiation. it was decided
in the wider interests of ophthalmology to - amalgamate
'with :the’ Royal Westminster ‘Ophthalmic Hospital and
with the Central London Ophthalmic - Hospital. The
tamalgamation took effect from the st January, 1947, and
~side by side with it there came into being under the aegis
of the University of London an Institute of Ophthalmology
! whose special care will be Teachlng and Research, -

With the merging of ‘‘Moorflelds” into the new
“hospital Moorfields Westminster and Central Eyé Hospital,
‘we end this brief account of the Institution which first
opened its doors nearly one hundred and fifty years ago.

- "We do -mot persuade ourselves that the story of
. ** Moorfields *’ is a very exceptional one. We believe it
to be, However, an excellent example of how men when
-allowed to follow the paths-of peace will take up the Torch -
.of Progress, ‘will carry it safely through their own age, and -
“will pass it on’ burnmg still more brightly to those who
“come -after them, Let us remember that the Torch of
Ophthalmology has literally lighted the way for hundreds
«of ‘thousands of men, women and children, and in
writing the story of ‘“ Moorfields,” we must not forget
- that the méasure of its success in the final analysis must
" rest With what it has heén able to do,-ineach’ age, for those,
-who, eomfrotted with blindness, havé sought its aid; -

iThe.:Britishi;Fouenal; of  Anvsing ri7

Aigtdor tdmporary repairs which were -all eventyajly carried .

A Meetmg of the Counc'l of the Brltlsh College of
“Nursed! 1d was held-at 19; Queen’s: Gats,. Londo 'S, W 7
on Wédnésday, October 15th 194750 0 .

" The Président, Miss Helena McLoughhn wis in’ the Chall‘
' Prayers - Having ‘Been read, the: Mmutes of the last
* Meeting” Were read and confirmed: ° ’ R
Business Arising Out ‘of ‘the Mmutes R

" Thanks Were receivéd from -two members for’ grants of
7536 and £925 - réspectively towards expenses of P’ost
Graduate ‘Courses; :

'An’ applicatiof for financial help was cons1dered and it
"was unammously agreed that the ass1stance requ1red

‘ be gra.nted
P Gorrespondence "

In connection with the.invitation fromi the (,-}eneral
. Nursing Council-for England and Wales, two representatives
of the Council were appointed to attend. the Conference
to be held on October 24th, when the new uniforms for
- Registered Nurses-will be on view, and comments and
suggestions irom, the nurses’ organisations invited. .-

The followmg ‘charming letter -from Mrs. . Mary
Breckinridge, Director, Frontier Nursing Service, Kentucky,
,U.S.A. was much apprema’ced by the Council : . ‘

“ My dear Miss McLoughlin,

For -weeks I have been intending to wr1te you,, and
through you, the Council of the British College of Nurses
Ltd. and the editorial staff of THE BRITISH ]OURNAL OF
NURSING, t0 express my sorrow at the loss:of Mrs.
Bedford Fenwick, I feel that sympathy should be sent
not only to her associates, but to all the. British nurses,
in fact, to all nurses everywhere over the world, Mrs.
Fenwick was a wonderful woman, and I feel as though
I were highly privileged in having known her.”

; Financial Statement.
A satrsfactory F1nanc1a1 Statement was reported and
_adopted,

Election of Fellows and Members )

Applications for membership of the- College were
recewed and all were elected. )

Election of Vlce-Presidents

At the request of the Council, Miss: Elizabeth Martln,
R.R.C., and Miss M.’ B. MacKellar, Fellows, -consented
to act as First.and Second Vice-Presidents. .

Warm appreciation was- expressed- .for - the services
rendered by Mrs. Thomas Barber, D.N;, wha, during her
term -of office as Vice-President, was called upon to bear
"the onerous FTesponsibilities: inevitable .in the 111ness
a.nd death of our late President, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick;...

*“ The British’ Journal of Nursing.*.

In -connection. with : the prodaction of - THE BRITISH
 JOUrRNAL OF NURSING it was, on the recommendation of the
" Nursing * Press Ltd unammously agreed to form an
Editorial Board. ‘ .

The following ladies agreed to setve, and were appomted
- Miss A. S. Bryson, 8.R.N., Miss L. Clark, S.R:N., Miss M. B.
‘MacKellar, - S.R.N., Fellows, and: Miss. D. de M Warren,
S.R.N., D.N,, Member, thh Miss Maude R. \Angel as
secretary. P

< Finance Gommittee g

The- forrnatron of a Finance. Committee was consrdered
and Mrs. Thomas Barber, .Miss. A: :S. Bryson, Miss E,
» Martin and MlSS U. Spon agreed toserve, '

©Gifts, 2

‘A vote of thanks was accorded to the Returhed Army
Nurses Club, of Perth; W. Australia, for-a very generous
food parcel.

Next Meeting 'of the Council.

It was agreed that the next Meeting of the Councrl be
held on Wednesday, November 191:11, ‘at: 2,30 p m,

.. The Meeting then {ermibated, : - 3 .. A
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